
 

Chris Zizza is a product of his environment. 

Adopted by loving parents from Catholic Charities 

at the age of two, Zizza is forever grateful for the 

support and love he was given throughout his 

childhood. Zizza says “It’s their teachings that 

made me who I am.” 
  

Zizza is a self-made business owner/leader and 

humanitarian whose causes know no borders. 

While many of his missions are based in New 

England, where he was born and raised, his efforts 

have extended to Chicago, St. Louis and hurricane-

ravaged parts of the country. “My reality is that I 

love helping people and while sometimes I’ll be the 

ghost you never see, mostly I’m out front beating 

the drum for a cause I believe in.” he says. 

  

One area that’s 

become a core 

belief for Zizza is 

investing in the 

wellbeing, 

education and 

career paths of 

children. 

“Growing up, I 

was always told 

how much I was 

wanted,” he says. 

“It gave me such confidence and security to try, to 

fail and to still feel worthy. Now, I believe it’s my 

station in life to take my successes and help others 

less fortunate or who have fallen. I especially like 

to work toward goals for the future through the 

development of our children.” Zizza volunteers his 

time giving career talks at the high school level 

inspiring kids to stay on the right path. 

  

 

While making the most of his college experience, 

Zizza says he realized he wasn’t a scholar and left 

school to pursue a trade at which he thought he 

could make a good living. Working for a wood 

flooring contractor, at age 19 he learned all he 

could about the trade, and borrowing equipment, 

he began completing his own customer jobs at 

night. By age 22 the hard work paid off, he says, 

when he was able to legally transform his 

moonlighting company into C&R Flooring Inc. That 

same year, he became a Board director for Catholic 

Charities in Boston, where he served for the next 

11 years. 

  

Transitioning from Catholic Charities to the 

Rodman Ride for Children in 1999, Zizza has since 

been part of annual events that raise millions of 

dollars for at-risk kids in Massachusetts. Along the 

way, he has put his time and resources into other 

humanitarian efforts in and outside of 

Massachusetts, many of which align with his 

business, including rebuilding churches, schools, 

homes for wounded veterans, and people 

devastated by hurricanes. For years, he was 

instrumental in helping Marian Catholic High 

School in Framingham, where he supplied many 

floors and annually donated the upkeep of their 

gymnasium. He even purchased them a new school 

bus. Zizza also co-founded The Friends of The 

Valley Foundation, a Vermont organization helping 

local families in time of need and tragedy, 

sponsoring career paths for youth, and aiding the 

first responders in the valley. 

  

“It really only takes one person to spark a fire and 

you can’t wait for someone else to do it,” says 

Zizza. “I always try to be that someone when I’m 

able and to teach others around me to do the 



same.” Zizza says he found a kindred spirit during a 

visit to St. Louis in 2017. As Chairman of the Board 

for the National Wood Flooring Association 

(NWFA), he would hear quite often about an 

organization supported by NWFA’s headquarters in 

St. Louis through drives and volunteering – The 

Little Bit Foundation. “I wanted to see what they 

were about,” he says. 
 

The trip coincided with Little Bit’s adoption of 

Yeatman-Liddell Middle School in North city. Zizza 

was invited to attend a ribbon cutting event, where 

he also learned of a Make a Difference Day project 

led by former Missouri Highway Patrol Captain Ron 

Johnson to beautify the school and was happy to 

lend a hand. Touring Little Bit operations and 

seeing volunteers in action at the schools, Zizza 

was impressed. 

  

“I’m not a believer in handouts but in building 

people up, and that’s what Little Bit is doing by 

helping to instill confidence and pride in students,” 

he says. “It was incredibly emotional to see 

students whose educations are hindered by their 

desperate need for simple necessities.” Before 

making the 1,200-mile return home, Zizza 

graciously contributed to Little Bit’s Project 

Graduation initiative. He also surprised Co-Founder 

Rosemary Hanley with a nomination for the Ellis 

Island Medal of Honor, an honor he received in 

2013. “Rose also spoke about living up to her 

heritage and finding meaning in serving the needs 

of others…I was so happy to see her receive the 

medal and to be part of the celebration.” 

  

Zizza now makes a habit of highlighting charitable 

organizations and individuals, launching his Make a 

Difference Project in 2018, which fills social media 

with stories of people fighting to make the world a 

better place. “I got tired of all the negativity on 

social media and news outlets,” he says. “I’m a 

person that believes in others, and I want more 

people to believe that this is a good country worth 

fighting for.”  
 

Zizza is well known for his mantra, “A good friend is 

one who walks in, when the rest of the world walks 

out,” and thankfully, it doesn’t look like he is 

leaving anytime soon.        
 

https://makeadifferenceproject.org/
https://makeadifferenceproject.org/

